go                   To Earl Hwcowtt                 [me

fit to wait on your lordship and Lady Harcourt, from the
feebleness of my mind, than of my poor person.  I have not
slept one night oufc of my own houses since I had the honour
of seeing you, not even at Park Place, which I had settled
for my first stage to Nuneham.   I can comfort myself only
by your Lordship's and Lady Harcourt's overflowing good-
ness to my nieces; and as they are of an age to taste the
fullness of joy, they will be better company than one who,
even in so favourite an elysium, could not stifle many
melancholy reflections ,* for indignation itself must Sour into
despondence, when it sees no prospect of any kind of redress.
Shame and disgrace correct neither the million nor the
master, and both seem to hope from defeat, what success
alone used to delude fools into bestowing on knaves; but
then, indeed, the latter had parts.   Now they put me in
mind of what Charles II said of a silly preacher that was
much admired in his parish; * I suppose/ sMd his Majesty,
'that his nonsense suits their nonsense.'

My sole hope at present is peace. Victory would rivet
our chains; and next to the insolence of Tories, I abhor the
insolence of the French. A peace would be so bad an ono,
that at least it would complete the ignominy of the last fivo
years, and yet leave us some foundation to recommence our
career, should the nation ever awake from its lethargy. In
short, my dear Lord, decaying as I am, and bastardized as
my country is, I cannot part with the darling visions of the
liberty and glory of England. Is not it too grievous, too, to
feel ourselves in as bad a plight as before the Union ? Thou
Scotland and France were allies and harassed us; now they
a*& foes, and yet we are in still greater peril! PauKToiwa,
to be sire, has been agreeable; and were Oxford not so near
Munetaa, I should not have sighed if he could have Bailed
up the Ms, and committed sacrilege on some college pkte,
though gooi Dr. Johnson holds sacrilege the sin against thehomas Polham-Clmton,
